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Distribution of Retail Activities in Nagoya City
HAYASHI, Noburu

The purpose of this study is to investigate the changing features of intra-urban retail
activities in Nagoya City, one of the largest metropolises in Japan. Primary school district is
chosen as a statistical unit area for the study.

In 1974, as shown in Fig. 2, the biggest retail area of the city was located along the
main transportation route which connected two commercial nuclei, the city center and
Nagoya Station area. Other major retail areas were distributed within 3—10km from the city
center and had the chief stations of municipal subway or private railways.

According to the calculation of specialization quotient of the retail activities, central
areas of the city are specialized by restaurants and drinking houses, and furniture and house-
hold equipment shops (Fig. 4). Motor vehicle and bicycle shops are not yet characteristic of
the suburbs. Retail businesses of general merchandizes and textile products are the common
activities of larger commercial centers such as the two nuclei and areas around the chief rail-
way stations.

Next, retailing index of each area or center is measured by the following formula:

Sn , Pn Sn : sales of a specific retail activity in a specific area

SN ' PN SN : total sales of a specific retail activity of the whole city

Pn : population of a specific area

PN : population of the whole city
The higher values are found in the central areas (Fig. 6). The combined analysis of this index
and the specialization quotient makes clear that there is no tight relation between the distri-
bution of population and the location of general merchandize shops and eating and drinking
facilities. On the other hand, the close relation to population size is found in the retail activi-
ties of grocery, furniture, household equipment and daily necessities.

The change in shares of retail sale of each area to the city total was remarkable be-
tween 1968 and 1974. The continuous decrease was seen in the existing leading areas such as
the two nuclei, though their absolute sales value became larger. In general, the central areas
were declined, while the suburbs obtained more shares, although there were some different
trends in the type of activities. In the central area, for example, the sharp decline appeared in
food and drink dispensing, but did not in furniture and household equipment. The slightly
changing shape of rank-size curves of retail sales of the city (Fig. 12) resulted from the devel-
opment of suburban retail shops.

Although more studies in different areas are required, the author expects that the
changing features in Nagoya can be suggestive to understand the general trend in all metropo-
lises in Japan. :






