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Areal Distribution of Retail Trade and Consumers’
Behavior in Gifu Region

HAYASHI, Noboru

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the areal system of retail trade either in the structural
aspect (the spatial distribution of retail facilities) or in that of consumers’ behavior. The Gifu Region, the
field of this study, locates at thirty kilometres north of Nagoya in central Japan, consisting of Gifu City,
its neighbouring city and their adjacent towns. The center of Gifu City, where large-scale retail stores,
restaurants and various kind of shopping goods stores concentrate, is the largest agglomeration of retail
facilities attracting consumers from outside the area as well as from inside. The neighbouring shopping
areas of this city are classified into two types; one consists mainly of apparel stores and drug stores, and
the other, of restaurants and service offices. These locate around the central business district and also in
the periphery of the city, which are encircled by the separate shopping centers of the adjacent city and
towns.

One remarkable tendency of the recent retail trade in this region is the relative decline of selling
activity in the central area of Gifu City and the prosperity in its suburbs and the neighbouring city and
towns where suburbanization has proceeded and the population has increased. The increase of the amount
in retail sales in the suburbs of Gifu City and its adjacent areas is supposed to be caused partly by the
location of large-scale retail stores in its suburbs. They began to be located at the center of the city in
the urbanized areas of the adjacent city and towns since 1961 until 1965, further in the suburban areas
of them after 1971. Meanwhile, large-scale retail stores have successively been located in the central area
of Gifu, where only one example of big retail store, a local department store, had existed before then.
The proportion of selling space belonging to the large-scale retail stores to the total in Gifu continued to
increase.

As a result of the authors’ investigation, a fact is found that the consumers choose their shopping
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places, stores and traffic facilities not only in response to the variety of goods, but also to their own
attributes. To take the instance of traffic facilities, in the case of shopping goods such as shoes and clothes
which consumers buy in Gifu and in Nagoya as well as at their local shopping centers, cars are used more
frequently by men and young people than women and the old, while buses, in the inverse. In addition to
consumers’ sex and age, other attributes such as places of work or period of residence are considered the
factors which affect the choice of shopping places and stores. In the case of Kagamigahara and Hozumi
districts, the consumers who moved in from other places and commute outside their residential districts
generally tend to buy less at their local shopping centers than the other consumers living in the same
districts.

The location of large-scale retail stores in the suburban zones of this region since 1970 brought forth
a drastic change in the consumers choice of shopping places. Two investigations concerning the northern
part of Gifu and Kitagata district prove that after the large-scale retail stores were located, the consumers’
shopping diminished in frequency not only in the central area of Gifu and of other cities, but also at their
local stores and supermarkets. Large-scale retail stores in the peripheral area, whose trade area are not so
large as that of the central area, compete more with local stores and have deep influences upon them.

In this paper, the spatial system of retail is studied in its two aspects, structural and of consumers’
behavior. The latter depends in its essence upon the former, but their relation is not so simple and direct;
various factors seem to affect between them. While we can easily grasp the structure as an objective fact,
as to the consumers’ behavior, we can obtain merely some fragments of data determined by their subjec-
tive judgment based on their limited information. Moreover, consumers as decision-makers are so diverse
in their attributes, such as age, sex and mobility. Although geographical studies of consumers’ behavior,
assuming their heterogeneous attributes have marked a considerable progress, one problem is left yet
unsolved; that is how to relate these two aspects which look so different to each other at the first glance
in the framework of study.






