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(2) The urbanization in central part of Nagoya SMSA is at lower level than that
of the others two SMSAs.

(3) In considering absolute urbanized regions,

(a) Its regions in Tokyo SMSA are relatively located at the western part of
the SMSA.

(b) Its regions in Nagoya SMSA are located at central place and its circum-
ference.

(c) Its regions in] Osaka SMSA are relatively located at the northern part of
the central place.
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The Advancement of the Industrial Structure and the
Changes in the Urban System

HAYASHI, Noboru

The urban system can be analyzed from the hierarchical as well as the spatial

points of view. This article attempts to reveal how these two aspects of Japanese urban

system have been transformed as the industrial structure changed. The results are as

follows :

(1) The developments of sophisticated communication and rapid transportation

systems made possible the separation of administrative/management functions from the

actual production sites, and these functions seek their locational advantages. Thus the

various urban functions, including administrative ones, tend to agglomerate in certain

metropolises. Such functions as information services and advanced urban services become

concentrated and accumulated especially in Tokyo.

These tendencies can be applied to several regional centers such as Sendai and

Fukuoka, wherein the various functions are concentrated in these regional centers and,

consequently, the cities at lower hierarchical levels lose their urban central functions.

In this way, the urban system has come to be even more centralized.

(2) The spatial divisions of urban functions increases as the metropolises expand

their fringes to suburbs. As the case of Nagoya shows, the industrial functions moved

out to the surrounding areas, while the management functions became concentrated in
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the central parts of the city. Due to the expansion of residential areas, the retail industry
also came to be more dispersed.

(3) Within a metroplois, the replacement of pre-existing industries by more
advanced urban industries, such as printing, high-tech related manufacturing, R and D,
and advanced services industries, and in particular high-tech industries will take over one
of the vital roles to shape the new urban industrial structure.

(4) Advanced urban services are in great demand in metropolises, especially
the services related to the planning and the management of business activities. This
reflects directly the facts that the services related sections have been expanding rapidly
within each firm, and that the outside suppliers of these services are one of the fastest
growing industries in metropolises. These services industries are highly concentrated in
CBD.

(5) The internationalization of industries has made visible and industry-specific
effects upon the spatial organization of metropolis.

(6) In sum, inter-regionally and intra-regionally, by means of the decentraliza-
tion of certain functions such as the production functions, and the centralization of other
functions such as the management/administrative functions, the Japanese urban tystem
will reorganize itself into more efficient one, wherein major metropolises and several

regional centers will continue to play the key roles.
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