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University and Regional Community in Canada: Community College's Challenge to Socioeconomic Changes
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Higher education facilities are expected to assume the role of supplying higher educational services needed

by countries and regions. As there are many kinds of higher education facilities, it is hoped that each facility gives its

appropriate educational services to the people who deserve a higher education.

Community colleges in Canada have a clear policy that they provide the local people with educational

services needed in the local area. They were established to cope with the increase of practical educational needs
necessary for the baby-boomers who were born just after World War II. Today, in addition to the ordinal education
they give, the community colleges have special projects to provide the local communities with the educational services
that are needed to vitalize the regional economies and societies. In 2002, 44 community colleges were reported to
participate in 65 projects, and they contributed to the development of communities by supplying the educational
services related with industrial vitalization, skill development, job support, medical education, and technology
improvement.

Through these projects, it is apparent that more professional human resources should be invested in the
programs community colleges deal with to heighten the effect on the local communities. The experiences of the
projects are thought to serve as a reference to the similar programs that are curried out in developing countries of the

world.
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